
IUNUTES OF A REGULAR l!lEETING 
OF THE BOARD OJ!' TRUSTEES 
OJ? TRJ.'!: CITY OF TOHRANCE 

Torrance, Califor~ia, 
April 3, 19 23. 

A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the City of 
Torrance was held in the Council Chambers at 'I'orrance, California, 
April 3, 1923, and was called to order at 8: 00 P .Iil. ·by President 
Fitzhugh. The following Trustees were present: Gilbert, Proctor, 
st one and lEl'itzhugh. Ab sent: Nash. 

The minutes of an adjourned, regular meeting of ;,':arch 27, 
1923, were read and approved as read. 

The J. F. Stephens request to operate a popcorn, peanut and 
paper stand on the street was again read by the City Clerk, ·\'Ihich 
request was granted on motion by Trustee Proctor, seconded by 
Trustee Gilbert, and a maj ori ty vote. The nominal fee of ~~3. 00 
per quarter to apply. 

Trustee Nash arrived at 8:10 P.M. 

The Union Tool Co. made application for a franchise to use a 
portion of 213th street, just north of their plant, for railrpad 
trackage, attaching blue prints f:pecifying their exact needs for 
the future, and asking the right to use the tracks already laid; 
also that they be billed for the usual charges. 
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Trustee stone moved that the necessary steps be taken looldng 
toward the granting of the above mentioned franchise for railroad 
purposes; that it is proposed to issue said franchise to the bidder 
offering to pay to the City the largest stated sum for same which 
will run for a period of 21 years, and that the City Clerk be in
structed to advertise for bids for said franchise--bids to be op
ened ~;Iay 1, 1923. Trustee Proctor seconded the motion which was 
duly carried. 

The Ernest E. McMaster application for a building permit was 
referred to the City Clerk for action on motion by Trustee Gilbert, 
seconded by Trustee Nash, and a majority vote. 

Two petitions for street improvement" were read by Clerk Bart
lett as follol.'ls: 
To the Honorable Board of Tru"tees 
of the City of Torrance: 
Gentlemen: 

"The following undersigned property holders respectfully 
petition you to begin street proceedinGs to pave, Witll. four inch 
asphaltum, macadam paYernent, the roadway oi' Eanuel Avenue from 
Carson street to 21Bth street, 2l8th street frolil l.lanuel Avenue to 
liartina Avenue and M.artina Avenue from Carson to 220th street". 

16 property holders signed the above. 

To the Eonorable J30ard of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance: 
Gentlemen: 

"We, the undersigned property owners in the district 
lyinG between the western line of Cota street and the western line 
of the alley to the west of' /Ilnapola street and e::del1dinG, from the 
northern line of Carson street to the southern line of Dominguez 
street, respectfully petition you to begin street iuprovement 
proceedinGs for the iprovement of the roadways in said district, 
where not already improved, by gradinG the sa;;,e and paYing with 
asphaltic, macadam pavement". 

34 property o\'mers r;iGned the above. 
'l'rustee Gilbert moved that the abDve lJetitions be accelJted 

and that the City EnGineer and the City Attorney com:.:ence \yhatever 
proceedinGs are necessary to the fulfillment thereof. Trustee 
Proctor seconded the motion ·which waf; duly carried. 
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Mr. Harry :Do lley asked permission to remove certain tree s 
fro;:' i n fro n t of h is place on Sa rtori Ave nue, being upheld by 
two oth er ~e ntleme n also interested in co ntiguous property. 

On motion by Trustee Proctor, seco n de d by Trustee ~ash, 
and a majority vote, the lllatter was referred to the prol)er 
com.mi ttee for action. 

],;r. Howard, w~o had j ust become ovmer of the Linion Club 
pool hall, request e d permission of the Board to opera te t h e 
SDZ:ie. Mr. Howard was duly impressed by different members of 
the J30 a rd that the pool hall must be operated in B. lawful 
manner--excluding certain infringements delineated by them. 
Upon the statement by Mr. Howar d that he intended to conduct 
the pool hall in an orderly and lawful manner, Trustee stone 
mo ved that t h e r equest be granted and a permit i s sued. 1'rustee 
Proctor seco nded the motion which was duly carrie d . 

The neVI business license Ordinance was mentioned by },;r. 
Roberts as being detrimental to his business and all business 
in his line, as it would compel thela to double their linen 
SUPlJ1y 01' delib erately take the ir laundry out o:f t h e City 
limits themselves; t h at h e understood the Ord inance Vlo u ld no t 
be unh eld in court. 

President Fitzhugh stat ed that t h e TI oard was very wiJlin~ 
to change anythinc that was not right nor for the best in
terests of the City, and succe sted that Mr. Robert s procure 
citations in the matter a nd co nfer with t he City Attorney. 

Trustee stone re ported proGress in re inst allin~ f ire 
pluGs after being assured by t h e City Eng ineer t hat same h ad 
been placed in Vista HiGhlan ds 0.;10. that' they nere \'1orlcil1G on 
Al;12,pola to day. 

The budget was reported by Trustee Nash to be working 
fairly vlell so f a r; that there was an iter:; or t\'lO t hat r;l i [;l1t 
need. rer,lOdelinG, but, ceneral l y speakinG , it wa s satis fc.',ctory 
exceJ;lt for cleric a l m:Jmissions which were promise d. to be re
ctified. 

1'rust ee Proc to r report e d t hat the ;;;e \'ler f a.rm W2,," ... ;ot i n 
go od workinc condition at t h e pre s ent time a s t h e Septic 
tan}c was in proces s of clean ing a n d t h e sludg e Vias b e i ng run 
out on the far]";l, which migh t cause a certain amount of stench 
mo; ·,entar;i.ly. 

City El1i....j1:ee:· ,Jessup reported lJro Gr e ss in the tI'i;nming 
of trees, repairing of streets a nd weeding and grading of the 
ball g rounds; that work on the Fire house was proGr e ssing, but 
not as fast as mi cht be; tha t a few lea k s h ad a ppe a re d during 
the l as t rain I'Thich would b e attended to in due course of time; 
that the lighting report from the Edison Co. had not been re
ceived in :full, but that a tentative estimate wac that it 
would cost about ~)l.OO a: front foot for sinGle standards, 150 
feetapart--insi de t h e tree r O\'l8 . 

Attorney Briney s tated t h at ·he h ad ·, .. ritten t h e ~)ant a :;'e 
By Co. re gardinc the franchi s e asked f or b y them, ask i nc i f 
they wisiled us to republish notice for biel.s. 

1'he matter o f the J4nch wats on in front 0 l' t ile Un ion Tool 
Co . was le f t a s i s f or t h e time b eine · 

The hearinG·, protesting aGai nst the issuance of b onds 
for work done on Arli nGton Ave nue, was Po s tl)oned until ILay 1, 
1923. 



City Clerk Bartlett read the following report: 

FIREHOUSE CO::TSTRUCTIO}~ STATJi~I:;K,:T EO. 3 
"The Hon. Board of Trustees 
of the City of Torrance. 
GentleDen: 

I beg to report regardl'~ the work done o~ 
by the I3rel'Ter Construction Co. is as follows: 

Material and IJabor furnished to date 
Less 155:; 

Less StateDent No.2 
Ba1a;'1ce payable 

f'5000.00 
75'0.00 

4250. co 
2975'·99 

$1275·00 

Respectfully subnitted, 
Signed: J. J. Jessup, 

City ]~nGineer". 
Trustee ;ctone moved that a warrant for :J':1275. 00 be c1.ra\'/D in 

favor of the Brewer Construction Co. in payraent of monthly estimate 
as above. Trustee Gilbert seconded the motion which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: 

AYES; TruEitees: Gilbert, Hash, Proctor, sto:·.~,e and. }'itZh1).Ch. 
NOES; Trustees: None . 
.AJ3SENT; l' rustees: None. 

The City Hecorder's report for fines collected for tlle month 
of j':'arch amounted to ~)950.00. Bein[; ",sked for data by President 
Fitztuch, ~t appe&red that all arre8ts on Carson Street were for 
offenders malcinc over 42 miles an hour, and on Arlington Avenue, 
over 35 miles per hour. 

Building permits for tile Month of ll;arch \'Tere ~\126,485.00. 

Trustee Proctor stated. that he had seen no City Limit signs 
as yet. Trustee stone answered that Chief Anderson would be going 
to the City presently Bnd would attend to this matter. 

lilr. Gadelcy info reed the I:,oard that tile Chal:,ber of Commerce 
\'Jas making a drive for $7200.00 for tl,e erection and. Bustenance 
of three electric Biens to be placed at the three main entrances 
to the City. 

The City Attorney read a contract v~lich he had prepared be
tween C. M. Kine and the City of Torrance in re the disposal of 
garbaLe, said contract beill£; approved, by non-opposition, after a 
correction sUGi;estecl by Trustee E;tone. 

Trustee Nash moved that a dozen chairs be purchased for use 
in the Council Chambers, the City C1erl{ attendinG to the l;latter. 
Trustee Proctor seconded the motion I"lh1c:, we,s duly carried. by the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustees: Gilbert, lTa,,;h, Proctor, stone and litz!luGh. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
AJEENT; Trustees: None. 

Chief Anderson \'TO.S referred to the Ordinance coverin,,; Si'lY;-;e 
on his complaint cODcerninc trucl:s staEcliEb in the street for an 
undue lenGth of time. 

Attorney Briney read: 
ORDINfJ''CE EO. 51 

ESTJJ3LISEI1~G DISTRICTS OR Z01mS .A.lTD REGULATING TlillPJ.~IF 
'l'HE USE OF PROPERTY, HEIGHT OF BUILDIFGS AYD REQUIRmG 
OPEl' S}"ACES }'OR IJIGHT Atm VEIJTILATIOF OF SUCH BUHDECS 

IF TEE CITY OL' TOHRt\yC}\ 

Tru2tee Gi11Jert T.lovecl. th2"t Ordinance ~::-o. 51 be a::;rproved 2,S 

read for its first readinG. Trustee rash seconded the motion 
which was duly carried. 



Truf3tee Proctor [:~ C,vocated "'c·lle selection of an 0~:::!['i8t(~'~Ylt to 
the City r:nginecl', the Building Inspector, the PluI;1bing InspeciDr, 
etc., as ?Ir. Jessup was occasionally absent l' r 0;-;; the City for a 
fev! dEtyS each month; and moved that the City Engineer be empowered 
to select his aSci istant. Trustee stone seconded the rJot :Lon which 
was duly carried. 

In the matter of go ing on record a[;ainst the drilling for 
oil this side of the tree row, it was deened unnecessary a::' the 
Zoninc; Ordinance would coyer SccL:e 8~fter the Decle,ro,tion had 'oe
come obsolete. 

Trustee stone moyed that all bills, properly audited, be paid. 
Trustee Hash secondec1. the motion \'Thich V!8.S duly carried "o~, the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES; Trustee:': Gilbert, Nash, Proctor, ~')tone and J'itzln,cc11. 
NOES; Trustees: None. 
ABSENT; Trustees: None. 

At 11 :00 P.le;. on motion by 'l'rustee stone, seconded by 1.'rustee 
HE;'f;]., alld a majority vote, the :C1eet1ng vim; adjourn8cl. 

.-~ 
City Clerk of the City of Torrance. 

'l'rustees 
Torrar'.ce. 

,.-., ..... 


